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Classifying Malicious Documents based on the Nature of Cyber-Attack
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Abstract: Malicious documents are abused in various cyber attacks including targeted e-mail attacks and
Drive-By-Download(DBD) attacks. Opening a malicious document results in the infection with the ma-
licious executables in the document through the vulnerabilities in the document viewer. Whether or not
this malicious executables are embedded in the document determines the kind of the malicious document
to be the dropper or downloader. Our research shows that most malicious documents are the droppers in

targeted e-mail attacks and are the downloaders in DBD attacks. This paper focuses on the reasons from
the viewpoint of the attackers’ actions to make the attacks more successful.
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Table 1 A summary of the datasets.

tar D3M mal mal
(09-15) | (10-15) (con) (VT)
RTF rtf 158 - - 69
CFB doc 76 - - 61
xls 66 - - 9
ppt - - - 2
jtd(c) 45 - - -
PDF pdf 179 309 11,101 86
OOXML  ppsx 3 - - -
Total 529 309 11,101 227

7.

AF, B28TIE, AWXXTHWMYES 4EDOT—X
Ty NOMEZFIATS. HIZETE, Tty FDE
MXET 7 A INEEELAZBRIZETINGIIY 7 RE
DOKMNGAT % HET S, H4HTIE, BECEZEEL /-
BUZBAMND YV = 7 ARG L I —RRHOXET 7 A
NOWIGIT CEMEXE T 71 )V & 6 FEICHHEL, &8
MEXFET 7 ONWT, WBEOREMES ) IZHEFT 2
MEVSBIATHNEITD. H5ETIE, BIEOSHHEE
EEEZ, WRHIZLS>TAYVY MBHEINEWVDBAT,
BURFER Z LB E T 7 A IVOFEMGE TS, He
T, BN OBEARENEXET 7 A IVIZONWTE
KU, RBIETETELDD.

2. F—=4%tv b

KX CHATET =4ty hOBEELER 1 I1IRT. £
OEMOWIE, 77 A NVERB I OHIETFZ2R LTV,
TRy ML, AFBEOT7 7 AVERBE EN, ThT
1, RTF (Rich Text : rtf #E5k+) [3], CFB (Compound
File Binary : doc, xls, ppt, jtd #EiR T4 &) [4] & U PDF
(Portable Document Format : pdf #558F) [5], OOXML
(Office Open XML ; docx, xlsx, pptx JEiETRE) L7&->
TWa3.

2.1 tar(09-15)

ZDTF—ZLw M, 2009 FE»"5 2015 £ FETOMIZH
A DO FENOENT X N2 FEH R A — )L S ERELL 72
EUEXHERT 7AINTHDE. FEDOKFIEDOTEE, M4,
RAT OFEFEEIZDOWT, A—DEDRLHEEND LV >
FRARDIR Y BT B D% 720, MR B A
TR IZ WS N A=V e UTIRMEZZIT 28 D4 T
MO 774NV EBDHEL, IRFBIXET 7L DE
DEBMINEE L. 2R, HET & EBEOTh g N—
BLUTHEWEDRHY, TNHITDVTIEERDO R EIZ
HEONWTHELU -, TOLETH—NNY Y affiziFoE0lE
HY O BRUN -

k2 74ty bhonH
Table 2 analysis sheet of the datasets.

tar D3M mal mal
(09-15) | (10-15) (con) (VT)
Dropper 519 0 137 51
Downloader 10 309 10,964 176
Total 529 309 11,101 227

2.2 D3M(10-15)

ZOF—&L Y ME, MWS F—&t v b [6] TRt
N2 D3IMFT—&ZLwy NThY, EIZDBD KEEHRL
UTIEINZEDTH 5.

2.3 mal(con)

ZDTF—=EY ML, INVT T XY THA I contagio
THFEMAICARAINEZXE I 7ANVTH S (7. TOKRE
i, BEREKBIZESBRVEDTHD. —HBT 7 A IVH
BELUTWAEzD, Ny AN XET 74V UTRMT
FBVEDIFRIL T D,

2.4 mal(VT)

ZOTFT =A%ty M, VirusTotal[8] IZHWT, 2013 4
M5 2014 FEORIZESRI N, CVE FENX T I
77 A ND D bR T rtf,doc,xls,ppt B & U pdf TH 2
EDENDRMETHRRL, MEKR O FEMAIZEE U 72
HEDTHD.

3. TILY T T ERIEDIENGFTDREE

XEZ7AINVTDEDIX, MY 7 h2HLTXEZXR
RETBILEBELTEY, XFET7 7 AIVEMTHEIET S
ZLRTERN. ZTDO, BEXET 7L, BEY
TREALUT, WRIZSVIZTARD IO T T L (exe
dll) 2EFIED. ZOINVTZTHRIKD, XET7 71
WZEENENENT, B XET 71 I)VOFE% dropper
¢ downloader (ZEFHT 5.

Bxld, BT =Xy NOBEEXET 7L IVEDSNL,
dropper & downloader IZ3¥H U7z, R 2%, £7—%& v
A UERREZRLTWS.

3.1 FHEX-IKBICERASN/IBUEXE T 7ML

T OFER, tar(09-15) D 98.1 %i& dropper TH Y,
BRI A — VIR BIZF I N EBEXE T 7V DIFEAY
I&, dropper ThH 2 Z L3537z,

HRIR 72 dropper DREE S K OEIEER R 1 1257, B
MXETTAIVeF L, BEY 7 NOEEEe XEBT 5
exploit & IEIEN B WEFEL, shellcode (£A U 7= ¥
RKE2HETEDLDI29D2H0DDT—R) BEFTIND.
shellcode I XE 7 7 1 ZHDAEN/Z IV = 7 RIKD
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Table 3 Chracteristics of malicious documents.

[l

[ Executable file J [ Decoy document file J

Online Offline Shell
Exe Dec. Inf. Dec. | Inf. Dec. code Target
None | OK - NG - Small Wide
Down Down | OK Slow | NG NG | Small Wide
Drop | OK Fast | NG Fast Big Wide
None | OK - OK - Small | Narrow
Drop Down | OK Slow | OK NG Big Narrow
Drop | OK Fast | OK Fast | Small | Narrow

1 dropper DH§iES & UHifE

Fig. 1 Structure and execution process of a dropper.
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Fig. 2 Structure and execution process of a downloader.

TO75 5 (exe® dll) RHAI—FKRADXET 7 AIN%
WYY, ¥I—RFAOXET 7NV 2R ETIELE
2, N2 0S5y RT, IV T ARKROTO TS LK

T2, Lo TEEXET 7 IV EMEL 2R
BV =TI 5.

3.2 DBD REILFERAINLBUEXZET 71U

S OKER, D3M(10-15) D 100 %2 downloader T &
Y, mal(con) M 98.8 %A downloader TdhH>7z. i>T,
DBD BEIZHH I NEMEXET 7 A IVDIFL A LN
downloader TH D Z LMD > 7z,

HRIY 72 downloader DR§ES & CEIEEZ K 2 12T
EHEXETZ7 7V ER L, dropper & [HFRIZ exploit H3E)
fEL, shellcode 4T X35, shellcode I&, HEEZE I
BUMEDY—NPo VD 2T AREO T 0T 5 5% X
DYH—RU, TOTOT T LENY I TS50 RTELT
5. kY, BMEXET AV EBEL mRIES
VD =T IESRET 5.

4. EUXE T 74 ILODEEHH

HWHENETTANIE, FI—RRE2TINED, Ert
T4, AI—FRRADOXET 7NV EEHE NS
HEMEND 3FREICHETES. LAN->T, Yo

TARIKDIEINIGATD 2 FEE AL LY L, BEHEE
Ty AL 6 FIEICOETE D, SEEXE 7 7D
WTC, WBREDEME B VIZEET S WD B THN
UZRERE2R 3IZRT. ROBMOERIZDOWTLATIZ
R

4.1 Exe
WV T KRR EHBOT =N X Y O—-RE DL
D% “Down”, HEMNOLIY HTED% “Drop” & U7z,

4.2 Decoy(Dec.)

I —RRELBEVED%E “None”, ¥I—KR%27T5
LODSHHI—FRHDXET 7 A V& MhDH — N
LAY O—RFEED%E “Down”, HENWLWY T H
D% “Drop” & U7,

4.3 Online / Offline

EMEXET 7AIVDRARRE UT, Web, A—), USB
LRk2 BREOPHEIN, BEXET 7V EHET D5
DUER OB, WRFIKIZE > TIE, WREDFHIHT S Z
ENEELWVIEANDHD. TIT, WMADEEY LT, WK
WHED 3 Y T =T IZDB MW TVBENEMNT, “Online”
& “Offline” 1201, TRENORMT, HEEDOEX L
BVICEMSCET 7 AV EET D Z LA RN N E
U7z,

4.3.1 Infection(Inf.)

R T ARENBEEORHEB Y FEIFINDEDE
“OK”, EfFINZVEDE “NG” & U7,

4.3.2 Decoy(Dec.)

EMEXET 7 A NVOHNL X I —RRHADOET 71
ZEDHETIHE, BRIZATY) LIZBEXW T —2%2 77
AWIBEFE L2, WK BIEEINZEBEXE T 71V
MORBEREDZYVHET LI THS. D, EHEX
EITANEHOCTLLXI—RRADET 71 IVDE
ARIND FTORENL, BEOXET7AINERRTIY
A ORER & K2R,

—J, ANEOY =" I—RFADXET 7%
RS 2354, FoRIIPPDEMIK, ZEHEDORY FU—
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IBBIKET S, X512, B ET v A% B
DAY IAVTHIFIALRNZD, 43I —KRHADXE
T7ANDE T v O— RIZERT DAL H 5.

"I KRG DIEENRNEDE 0, XI—FKRITE
BLUTULES>EDE “NG”, ¥I—RRIZFIHTDI2HDD
SHLEMNET AN EHOTOLLAI—KRINDET
DIFHEIT “Fast” & “Slow” IZ4%E L 7~

4.4 Shellcode

Shellcode &, AT DMFTHMHEIZ LY YA XEHIRIND
ZEMNLW. SWZ 5L, shellcode DY XHUNI T
X, WEENRBIZMHAT S Z LT X MmO RE
W22Z2il85b. £D/®, shellcode ik, I— RYA X
EINI LT B72DDOZ B TRBEINT NS, I —5%K
RADOXET 7 ANEERTDIFHELINY = 7 REDE
TI77ANEERTEZFEIEEHL, MFEER—DOELD
1292522 T, H@ETHRDI— REHEPL, shellcode D
YA RX%/NILFTEIENTEDED%E “Small” & U7z
T/, AI—FRZ2LAVEDE “Small” IZU7~. THBL
& “Big” & U7z,

4.5 Target

BN ROHF. downloader I&, JEGIHAEDEREIZE
DETEIRIZ, ¥ 00— RT3V 7 REELTES
5ZEMTEDLZ NS “Wide” IZH¥EL 2. dropper I,
AR OB IZADETYN Y 2 T AR EE T 2 L
PRETHD Z &5, “Narrow” & U7z,

5. BEMXET 74 )LD

ARETIE, SHETHAINDEEXET 71DV
T, fREK2DEDBRBEROZ LIZRDZON, K3 %
FHE, WEBREH L ITHBHIZE>TOAY Y b
BUS T %217 .

5.1 EMEX—ILKE

FERY T A — )V IEE N, FREE DA 2 W RIT U 721
BTHY, WESEPEELZ G < LDIZA—IVDOHZLPR
XzFBETHILT, MIINAZIN T T 2B HRIED.
IV T D% LIE, WAROEREEEE HNE U RAT
EIEENDEDTHD. WBEHIE, RAT 2HHTDI L
T, WEBAROBAETDHEREGWMUAZY T 5.

F 3 2 HEME, AT X — )L IR T {d X NS B ST
FEITANIIDONWT, WEBOKEZSODIELDE “+17,
WRIZEDOWNEHERE LIFE2EHD% <17, EH5TEHA
WEDE Y07 L UTHMii 217> 7. FHiiDFER%2F 41
ENE

FBIEH Z & OFHEEYEIZ DOV T TIZRT.

R4 B A-VBERTHM I NS BN ET 7 1 L OFHl
Table 4 Evaluation (1) of malicious documents used in tar-

geted email attacks.

Online Offline Shell
Exe Dec. Inf. Dec. | Inf. Dec. | code | Target
None +1 -1 -1 +1 0
Down Down | +1 -1 -1 +1 0
Drop +1 0 0 0 0
None +1 -1 +1 -1 +1 0
Drop Down | +1 -1 +1 -1 0 0
Drop +1 0 +1 0 +1 0

5.1.1 Infection(Inf.)

YNV T AEDETIZHEY (OK) D DZ “417 &
UZ. &7, 31 TRAEEBY, YT 7 AMEDFET
WBEI—KRRONY I TS50y RTUHEINTWD., I
U T T ARRDETE WD MBI EEIE#HE L TNDE
DTIHBENZ NS, TOMMIZERBLZELTE, #E
ENBBIZG O ZEITIFEN LBV, LA->T, YL
U7 AROFEEHIZEE (NG) OB DIE “0” & U,
5.1.2 Decoy(Dec.)

COWROYMBHETH L YN = 7 ~NOBGITIE, T
N7 74NV EH 0D ZEZEDBENBLHTDHD. 221G
B, BT 7 AR A— IV ORI U 2 N
MERINDZ 2 /HLT, BEEXET7 7NV EHL.
BMEXET 7 A NVERWAZERIS, MERRULAEN2ZY,
Y 7 NOBIEIMEIEL 2 D) 3 2 E/EIE, 255D
EHUYDHETHD. TDOLD REERD - 256, %G
EWA =N RFIEL, BRIZRN SFTREMENE < 2.
WD T T ANDREGE LN D WBEDOYIAD B % 2K T E
e UTE, HORHTZEEDNBRIZGMHNTLED &
b, HHRGIWE VO REEDORKREANPERTERLS LS
TULED. TD7YD, ENEA —) VI H I N5 M
XET7AINVERSE, ¥I—RAHOXET 71 V%K
IRINDED%E “4+17, BRINBZWVWEDE “17 L U7,
5.1.3 Shellcode

Shellcode #/NX<F25Z LT, WKEFZZLDTEXS
fagatE DFESEAE X 72 1), shellcode NIZSE%ET & 2 F0[H]
WHAMOBEIEZ 2 226, Yz)bd— ROV A XN
INELRBED% “4+17 LFHii L 7.

5.1.4 Target

WERRZILEND Z LIk, —BNIZEZD LAY Y
FNTHD. ULNUBNS, BRI, BEGR 2K
TWB 720, WEOKINRIINL, ZOHEENAE HB
T2V EEZLEND. LENST, §RT YO &
U7,

5.2 DBD K%
DBD BB X 1L, FIZWeb 75 U¥ 2N LT, BEHIZ
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Table 5 Evaluation (2) of malicious documents used in DBD

attacks.
Online Offline Shell
Exe Dec. Inf. Dec. | Inf. Dec. | code | Target
None +1 0 - - +1 +1
Down Down | +1 -1 - - +1 +1
Drop +1 -1 - - 0 +1
None +1 0 - - +1 0
Drop Down | +1 -1 - - 0
Drop +1 -1 - - +1 0

L[OMPNTIIIN T =T IZRBREITIRETHD. T
T 7 RBEETORNELLTIORT. BEHIE, Web Yo
MEWXATD. Web ¥ MIbkx BRIV T2 DA
EHETHEINT VS, D120 url DA—I % IFE
T2Y, Web 75 UHIEZDR—VIZHM G 2k 4 25
T2IAVFUVEAYYO—-RT DS, WEEIEL, Web Yo

MEWIATHEIC, ZoEEgTL a7y e UTER
XETT7ANEEMT S, FEENPHIAINSZ Web ¥
1 hERRLEDETDE, Web 75 UHIE, EMDO
VFVUYDERRENMITUT, Ny TT Y RTEEE
TJy7A4 ey ya—RUTHRREZLELED TS, Zhic
£V, WIAINZ Web Y1 MEFRRUZIERIZY IV =
TS 5.

3 2HAEIZ, DBD WEBIIHEHINDEEXET 71
WMIZDWT, WBOEIEZ SHD2HD% “+17, WEIZ
K[OPNDIHERE EIFEED%E “17, EH5TERVED
%« ¥ UCEMIiZ4T> 7. DBD WEBIZIFHEN & % R
FEUBWNT T X RIDEER Y, W& % RE L 72 KR A
BRIOBED 2 FEN DD, KRAGHEOFHNRNT < F
Bl HE U CARWED, TITEINTIIFEEZEELT
P & 175 . FBORERER 5 ITRT.

BIHE Z L OFHfi FHEIZ DWW TLATITRT.

5.2.1 Offline

DBD H %%, BEO AL Web V1 NOBETH Y,
WEZDWENIY NT =7 IZEB>TWD I AR
BoTWd., ULAENST, WEZEOWMENLXY NT—JIZ
BN TORWIEEIZ OV TIREMi 247D,

5.2.2 Infection(Inf.)

VY =T RERDFEIFIHEY) (OK) DHD%E “+17 L U
=, F7z, VU ZTOEFIEINY I TT T RTUEX
nTHY, 7»@17@%@K%Wbtthf%,%%%
PHBIZGOLK ZEIZIEBR L RN NS “07 & L.
5.2.3 Decoy(Dec.)

DBD WE OB TH S, YN T ANDEHDILHK
RO WEREDITENX, WA TN Web Y1 MDER
Thd. WHEEIZEHRD Web 1 v v 5y %2 M6
LTI AINZ Web 1 hERRTD. Web 75 0H

xR 6 NI U 7 EHO IR DGR

Table 6 The number of success attacks.

S

k n 1% 2% 50% 7% 99%

1% 99 | 0.99 24.75 49.50 74.25 98.01
25 % 3 | 0.03 0.75 1.50 2.25 2.97
50 % 1] 0.01 0.25 0.50 0.75 0.99
75 % 0.3 | 0.00 0.08 0.17 0.25 0.33
99 % 0.01 | 0.00 0.00 0.01 0.01 0.01

I, WXAINZ Web Y MB#ETZaVFYE LT
EMENHET AN ERRTD. ULALEARS, ZOEMEX
BT 7AINDRRIZET DL, BEEOITE) & ERHS
U2\t DTIRAY. BSEIE, ZOEEXET 71V
DFEEFRE#RL TORY., LAaB-T, IR —)LIK
BOLGGLRLY, XI—-RRIEBER. HI, XI—
KRaETDL, AEBENCZE T 7V ERHCTWE I L%
Bilid 2720, MEHENHEICAO THEENAE< 8> T
LED. Tk, FI—FRRHADXET 7 1 INVPRRY
Nd3ED% 17, RERINZNEDE “417 & L.
5.2.4 Shellcode

Shellcode #/NX < 4B LT, WETHZLDTI?
MagstE DFESENIE 2. 72 V), shellcode NIZHEEET F 2 A1
WM ORENEZ 2206, Yz d— RDOY A1 XN
INSLKBBEDE “+17 LFHA L 7=,

5.2.5 Target

DBD WED% < IFWENZEZEE LR, WbpdNT
SEFHMOKBETHD. Lo T, WEBENSKZILEEND
Z e lE, BERR DB DB, WBDRIIEEHD D
EDOTHD. Lno>T, WEARZIEITEHD (Wide)
“p1r &L, ThbsE <07 2 U7

6. EWBICRBELEMEXETI 71

1 OBETHEENLBIIGOSHRE L LTDL,
WEIZE D ND ETIT, WERENBLET X B [FBO A
fili n IZLTFOBATRED.

1

n=o 1 (1)
7, 1HOBETOREDORINERE s LTd L, WE
IZRIDHIND ETIZ, VIV =7 BRI 5 EEOM
R N IZAF OB TRES.

1

N:tsxn:sx(%fl) (2)

WEIZEONNDHER (n) &IV = 7 YD B HE R
(s) 5, YN =7 EGIZEIT B EIEOHAEHE (N)
ZRO/AEREZR 6 ITRT.

IV T DRERLE D WO YIHIERE O H N & ER T
5720121%, IV = 7SI R T B [EEUE 1 [\ T4
ThHd. ULEN>T, WEARPREINTVWDIEHAE, <
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Vo = 7 RBEUTHRINT BHERE LT LD E, ONITRE
RPNV EEIIR>TL S, —F, HEI4%
FRIZIEE U B WSS, W % KT 2 D EEIC
BoTL 5.

COFREREMER, RERBT L ICREREEXET 71
ZDWTER%ZLTD.

6.1 EMEXA—ILKE

FEREL A — VB DG, BUES G E DML E 72 13
EATHD. WENKBPEINT VD20, HBIZED
PNDTERE NFD ZEAETIIRD. LAN->T, K4
T “1” LI NTWEEMEXET 7 A IVIFBEIZHEL
TWARW, TOLET, XYYV o7 EEOMRNEL R
2EHEDEEINUGE, VT T7RES LU I —FKR
HOXET 7 AV BUEXET 7 IVOHRNSEY) MY &
A TOEMXET 7 ANMIBDZEDEHMIND.

6.2 DBD K%

DBD WEDGE, TDE < PHBERNRZRE LR, WV
DOINTYFULETHD. ZOHE, PUNICHKEHF
I MMPEBEIZR>TL %748, £ 50 “Target” T
1 LRI NT VR ZEWNEETHD. F/2, XI—
FRETDIAANENTI - ETELSNDFHRIT, HBIZK
DINPTLRDZENDTAYVY NTHDD, ¥I—%
AT ILIFEEZRZLNEW. LAW->T, DBD K
BOHAINDEME Y 7IVIE, X —RRE2TDA
™ downloader 12722 £ D L HEHIIND.

7. BHYIC

AFLTIE, BURFER & IZEEE T 7 1 VORI
PHER AN HD I EZALMNIUAZ. ZOENEL DHE
R T 2720, WEOHINEZEDD L\ BUIEH DN
R0 B2 To7z. HERBIZIZKEZEDHWM®H
Y, TOHMEZERT D -OICRERENEXET7 71 I)VD
FEEE 2 BURHDNEIR U 285, EBUE T 71 VORI
ROBETHDE Z PRI,

SHlE, WERMNOFEEZIERLIYNVTZTOT 7 A
BREXE7 7 NVICBREETICHERZITH> 22T, b
D7 OREIZED T ONHL NI L TV EZ.
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